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DOCUMENTING THOSE MEMORIES 
We all share unusual, unique or funny experiences in football and now the History Society wants to document 
some of those times.  Therefore, we are inviting you to submit some stories we can include in a publication 
which we wish to make available to our members and other interested parties. 
 
“If we don’t get these memories down on paper” Society president, Ian Granland said, “there’s a good 
chance we will lose them so it’s important to record all the history of the game now, while we can” 
 
We are enclosing a form on which you can write down your story ideas.  If you want to document the whole 
story/s, please include it or them, otherwise just put some headings down and we will contact you to develop 
on those ideas.  We think the concept is a great one which will prove very interesting to our members and fur-
ther preserve the distinctive history of Sydney football. 

 NEWTOWN FOOTBALL CLUB REUNION 
Don’t forget the Newtown Football Club reunion on the 26 October 
2013.  A fair way off but time will fly.  If you know anyone who might be 
interested in attending, let them know.  It will be held at the Alexandria 
Hotel, Henderson Road, Alexandria commencing at 12 noon.  The cost 
is $10 per head.  Money can be deposited into the Society’s Account: 
National Australia Bank – BSB 082204 Account No. 
176208454. Please ensure your name is provided. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
We bid a warm welcome to the following new members 
of the Society and hope they enjoy being with us: 

EAST REUNION 
A good roll-up estimated at over 140 for the Easts Reun-
ion on 16 March.  Some of the Society members helped 
out by selling reunion items on behalf of the organisers 
as well as compiling the details of attendees.  Football 
experience ranged from the 1940s through to the present 
day and all reported an enjoyable time. 

Website: www.nswfootballhistory.com.au                                                                                 Contact Us: history@aflnswact.com.au 

A BIGGER JOB THAN FIRST THOUGHT 
For years now we have been working on getting an online 

representative team programme up and rocking.  It is a com-

puter programme which will list all the players who repre-

sented NSW, their details, game details, umpires etc. and can 

be accessed online through our website. 

 

Save a few adjustments, the programme is operating but at 

this stage cannot be viewed by the public.  We want to list the 

20 odd games between 1881-1894 before it is released.  The 

problem though is harvesting all the information.  We have to 

dig the data up through newspapers and certainly for those 

early years, the information is limited, particularly on the 

players.  In some circumstances we only have a first name 

initial and in some no first name at all.  There are avenues to 

source these details but with names like Smith, Jones and 

Brown etc. it is virtually impossible. 

 

We have allocated various decades to separate members of 

the Society who are methodically going through the newspa-

pers sifting out what they can for these known games. 

NEW MEMBERSHIP PROGRAMME 

Technology provides us with many options and the 

Society  has recently purchased a new member-

ships programme which is compatible with our 

WordPress website. 
 

Memberships officer, Jenny Hancock, has been call-

ing for a more sophisticated system to manage the 

memberships list.  This is particularly the case now 

that we have such varied categories, so we bit the 

bullet and bought one from the US.  It will be inter-

esting to see how it works and how we can work it. 

$40 DEPOSIT 
Someone using a Bank of Queensland account deposited $40 into the Society’s Account on 18 February but didn't leave 
a name.  Was that you?  We have asked a few members but can’t find the person. 

Greg Harris Ian Allen Cliff Matson 

Danny Wilson Bruce Hill Bill Skipper 

Warwick Graco Denise Debeck John Clarke 



LOST PACKET OF CIGARETTES 

 Its amazing what you come across in old newspapers. 

 

  It was reported in a 1946 Sydney paper that the ground announcer at Trumper Park broadcast  during a match  in  

  August that  a packet of cigarettes had been found at the ground and the owner could collect them at the press box. 

 

  They were inundated by most of the 12,000 (a liberal estimation of the attendance) crowd laying claim to the packet! 

 

  In the same year secretary of the Metropolitan Aust National Football Assn, Stan Stubley, reported that a group of Chi 

  nese nationals would enter a team in a junior competition.  We wonder if the team was to be coached by Alby Young? 

 

  You can read about pre-1954 Sydney football on the internet on Trove, part of the National Library of Australia. 

ARCHIVAL POLICY 
 All non-current records of the Society will be accessioned into the Society’s collection in accordance with the time frames 

detailed in the Disposal Schedule for the records of the New South Wales Australian Football History Society Inc.  This in-

cludes the Governance, Collection Management, Community Relations, Facilities Management, Financial Management, 

Information Management and Publication.  A Collection Policy will be adopted at the next meeting.  A procedure on acces-

sioning (taking possession of) material has already been adopted. 

 GUS’S QUESTION 

On our website we have started a weekly quiz called Gus’s 

Question.  These are questions written by Society Treasurer, 

Gus McKernan and are about football in NSW.  It is quickly 

becoming an institution with many people having a shot at 

answering—not all that successfully, but its fun.   If you have 

internet access, why not have a go? 

St GEORGE  STUFF 

We have been fortu
nate to locate Bri

an 

Colquhoun, a fo
rmer St George player 

from the late fifties w
ho has given the

 

Society copies of
 their 1957 & 58 an-

nual reports. Also,we obtained a cop
y 

of the 1934 State
 Team photo which 

includes his fath
er. These are item

s not  

previously held 
by the Society. 

JOURNAL ON 
THE WAY 

The initial version of 
the Society’s first jour-
nal is being processed 
after Society officials gave the green light to a mock-up edition recently. 

 

Committeeman, Paul Macpherson, will produce the booklet which will include selected stories and articles from those published on the Society’s website.  

The committee anticipate the journal will become an annual production and available free to all members. 

BIG FIND WITH MATERIAL 

FROM NEWCASTLE 

Acting on a hunch, Society officials un-

earthed huge amount of football ob-

jects mostly relating to football in the 

coal city, dating back to 1935. 

 

Filling six good size boxes, the material 

belonged to Jim Arnold, former presi-

dent of the old Newcastle Football 

League and official of the defunct West-

ern Suburbs Club in Newcastle.  Mr Ar-

nold is now deceased and the boxes 

have been stored under the house at 

Kotara, a suburb of Newcastle, for a 

number of years. 

 
Picture shows Society president with 

Mrs Arnold about to load the car. 

BILL GETTING BETTER 
Society Vice President, Bill Carey, had a 

scare recently that required surgery to 

remove the top part of his left lung.  He is 

home and recuperating and reports the 

operation was a success. 

 

Former committee member, Jack Dean, 

has been laid up with a bad leg problem.  

This caused him to miss the Easts Reun-

ion which he was not too happy about. 

 

Everyone’s best wishes are conveyed to 

both.. 

DISPLAY CABINETS 
The Society is looking at obtain-

ing some glass display cabinets 

which can be used to exhibit 

some of the more interesting and 

unique objects in their posses-

sion. 

 

Negotiations are still in progress 

with more information about this 

subject shortly.  We will report 

the results of our discussions in 

the next newsletter.   

TABULARIUM 

We have previously mentioned that 

the Society is now using a computer 

programme called Tabularium to 

index and catalogue all the mate-

rial in their possession. 

 

Slowly data is being added and 

with the purchase of Adobe Acro-

bat, another programme which will 

work in conjunction with Tabularium, 

it is marvellous to see how the de-

tails of all the photos, documents 

and objects come together. 


