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FORMER St. Kilda champion 
Barry Breen. has his second 
crack at the seemingly-in
vincible East Sydney when 
North Shore takes on the reig
ning premier at Erskinville this 
weekend. 

East Sydney, a proud club with 
over 100 years tradition, will start 
firm favorite to win its fifth succes
sive premiership. 

Easts' legion of experienced finals 
campaigners - ruckman Greg Har
ris, centreman Jim ,Richardson, 
winger Enzo Corvino and captain
coach Wayne Goss - represent a 
huge obstacle to North's bid for the 
flag. 

The Bears will be looking to Breen 
and key forward John Hendrie to 
counter Easts' experience. 

In a fiery preliminary final encoun
ter, North Shore had too much overall 
skill and experience for a tenacious 
Campbelltown and ran out winner 
17.17.119 to 14.12.96. 

There were five reports in the 
match, inciilding two of North Shore's 
star players, Darryl Vernon and 
Peter Fitz~erald, .. .· .. 
' ' ··'' *·· * ,' * While Breen wilF be seeking his 

second premiership in Sydney, down 
in the. Riverina one of the State's 
most illustrious footballers, Jim Pr~ 

. ntice, will be seeking his first pen
. nant. 

Ariah-Park Mirrool sneaked into 
this year's RFL Grand Final with a 
one-point win over Narrandera in the 
preliminary final and Prentice will be 

hoping to cap off an outstanding 
career with the flag when the 
Bombers meet Ganmain Grong 
Grong l14atong at Narrandera Sports
ground on Sunday. 

Prentice has done just about every
thing in football except play in a pre
miership team. He began playing 
senior football with APM in 1966 and 
went to South Melbourne in 1971. 

He returned to Ariah Park as as
sistant coach to team-mate Rick 
Quade in 1975, but the Bombers were 
eliminated in the preliminary final. 

Essendon captain Terry Daniher, 
then 17, was the Ariah Park centre 
half forward. 

Among Prentice's career high· 
lights are Gammage medals (1975 
and '77) in the South-West league and 
the Wander medal in the North-West 
Football Union, when coaching De
vonport in 1978. 

He represented NSW on numerous 
occasions and also played for Tasma
nia. 

A member of Ariah Park's side 
which was runner-up to Narrandera 
in 1979 and 81, Prentice has one re
maining ambition in football - to 
play in a winning Grand Final side. 

"I'd really like to go out on a win
ning note," he says. 

* * * St Ives caused a major upset in the 
SDF A when it beat premiership fa· 
vorite Parramatta in the preliminary 
final. 

Parramatta, which is to be pro
moted to the SFL next season, also 
was well-beaten in the reserves and 
will only be represented by the under-
20s in the Grand Final. 

St Ives now will play Sutherland in 
the SDFA Grand Final at Rosedale 

Oval, Liverpool, on Saturday. 

* * * South Coffs would be the envy of most 
punters following its "trifecta" on 
the north coast last weekend. 

In the first season of three grades 
of competition in the North Coast lea
gue, Souths won all three pre
mierships - seniors, reserves and 
Under 17s. 

The Swans "came from the grave" 
in the seniors to record a remarkable 
16-point win over defending premier, 
W oolgoolga. 

Best players for Souths were ruck
rover Mark O'Malley, defender Stan 
Osborne and centreman Jack Wil
liams (ex-Kyabram) while rover Rob 
Christinson was outstanding for Wool
goolga. 

The trifecta was a fitting reward 
for South Coffs president Steve Lavis 
who played in the reserves and who 
has worked '-tirelessly for the estab
lishment of tile code in the area. 

On the Central Coast, Gosford 
proved far too good for Woy Woy in 
the Grand Final and notched up its 
fourth premiership. 

Down on the far south coast, Pam
bula has taken out the inaugural pre
miership in the Sapphire league. In 
front of an estimated crowd of 1500 at 
Eden Showgrounds, Pambula defeat
ed Merimbula RSL Diggers by 27 
points. 

* * * Enthusiasm and dedication for the 
game is overcoming. the "tyranny of 
distance" in the North-West league. 

Teams in this competition, which 
covers the expansive north west area 
of the State, often have to travel dis
tances up to 280 kilometres to play. 

The North West league began ~ 
1978 with four clubs and now has 
seven teams - Tamworth, Gun· 
nedah, Coonabarabran, Wee Waa, In
verell, Mooree Saints . and Mooree 
Swans. 

At one stage it even included 
Goondiwindi, which is in southern 
Queensland! Mooree Swans came 
from fourth spot to beat Gunnedah in · 
the Grand Final. 

Gunnedah beat Coonabarabran in 
the Under 16s Grand Final. 

* * * One of the oldest competitions in the 
State is at Newcastle. It began in the 
1880s with the Diamond Cup. 

This year's Newcastle league pre
miership Was won for the first time 
by Warners Bay, which defeated 
Singleton before a record gate of 
$2350.at the Newcastle sports ground. 

The Newcastle league, under the 
capable direction of secretary Dick 
Boyle, has gone from strength to 
strength in recent years and now has · 
two divisions taking in teams from 
the coast, the Hunter Valley and 
greater Newcastle. 


