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Editorial 
Welcome to this, the third edition of Time On edited by Michael Livingstone. 

The role of the NSW Australian Football History Society is to research, gather, document, 
catalogue and arrange for the safe keeping of objects and items of significant interest to the 
history of Australian Football in NSW and most particularly in Sydney and to disseminate 
information about the history of the game in this state.  

One of the ways we share information about items in the collection and broadcast 
interesting aspects of footballing history is through stories and articles published on our 
website. The Committee has now agreed that it would be useful to gather together some of 
these into this booklet for circulation to members of the Society. Hence our second annual 
journal, Time On. 

Time on is published annually by the New South Wales Australian Football Society for 
members of the Society. It is distributed to all current members free of charge. It is based on 
football stories originally published on the Society’s website during the previous year. 
Contributions from members for future editions are welcome and should be discussed in 
the first instance with the president, Ian Granland on 0412 798 521 who will arrange with 
you for your story to be submitted.  

 

 

The NSWFHS Committee 
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CELEBRATING A CLUB LEGEND – WILLIAM “BILL” CAREY 
 

“Bill was a legend of our Club”. 

- Tom Woodrow, Former President Pennant Hills Junior AFC 

“On Saturday 5 July 2014, the Demons return to the Club’s traditional home, Ern Holmes 
Oval for the Premier Division match today against Manly, players from Pennant Hills will 
be competing for the inaugural William “Bill” Carey Medal, which will be awarded to the 
Pennant Hills’ player judged best on ground in the annual “Back to the Ern” match. The 
medal is dedicated to commemorating the contributions of the Club legend who passed 
away earlier this year. Bill was a veteran player of the Club and was one of the founders of 
Pennant Hills Junior AFC with over 40 years of voluntary service. He made an unrivalled 
contribution to the development of junior and senior football in the north-west suburbs of 
Sydney. Honouring Bill’s memory in this way is a mark of the deep respect with which this 
genuine Club icon is held.” – Sydney AFL Football Record 

 

Bill Carey was co-founder and inaugural coach of the Pennant Hills Junior Australian Football 
Club way back in 1966. He is the longest serving member of the club, having achieved over 
40 years of continuous service, variously as coach, president, ground manager, committee 
member, father and barracker. Throughout his time at the Club, Bill made a vital 
contribution to the growth and development of the club and more generally to Australian 
Rules football in the northern districts of Sydney.  

In January 2014 Bill, aged 72, passed away after a battle 
with cancer. He had a lung removed in 2013, but when the 
cancer returned he contracted pneumonia and 
unfortunately his strength was not sufficiently resilient to 
recover. His loss was felt deeply, not just by his family and 
friends, but by the Pennant Hills football community. He is 
sorely missed and the atmosphere around the club is not 
the same.  

Right up until last year (2013), Bill was still taking on the 
role of ground manager every Sunday, in winter, straight 
after he had been to church. This was a job other people 
feared to take, as at some point during the day it would  
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inevitably mean having to deal with a highly strung coach or an overly enthusiastic parent. 
Bill handled these situations with complete calm and experience, employing just the right 
amount of diplomacy or authority as required. 

Although well known around the senior club, as both a veteran player and a devoted 
barracker, his connection with the junior club was deep and he was always concerned about 
its welfare. 

Never one afraid to voice his opinion, Bill challenged us to ensure that the club always stood 
for the values it had when he founded it, that is, it catered to players of all abilities and the 
goal was to ensure that they all enjoyed their football.  These values are now enshrined in 
the junior club’s constitution and are just one part of Bill’s extraordinary legacy at the club.  

Pennant Hills proudly proclaims itself the “Family Club”, but this is not a hollow epithet, 
having been built upon the principles originally espoused by Bill and his co-founders almost 
50 years ago. 

Make no mistake though, Bill was a competitive person and did not suffer fools gladly. 
Sometimes ironically referred to as the “umpires friend”, simply because he was forever 
giving umpires a mouthful either as a player, official or spectator. He knew best and gave it 
to those whom he thought were not playing it fair or by the rules. 

 “He touched the lives of many people in Sydney football and was what 
could be regarded as somewhat of a colourful character, with a dogmatic 
disposition but one that stood for honesty and getting the job done.”  

Governed by a strong Christian ethic, Bill selflessly and unreservedly gave of his time, 
experience and wit to the local football community and for this we honour his contribution 
and memory. 

                                                  

 

A Little of Bill’s Life Story 

Bill’s first footy memories were as a seven or eight year old growing up in rural Wangaratta 
in the late 1940s. His favourite local club was the Wangaratta Magpies. 

Aside from school footy, Bill did not recall much in the way of organised junior footy being 
played in his early youth. His first opportunity to play the game competitively came when 
attending high school at Albury Grammar School (now The Scots School Albury). Bill 
admitted that he didn’t start out a great fan of Aussie Rules and he was much keener about 
cricket. He said that he “just grew into the game” over his schooling years. 

By the time his schooling finished, Bill reckoned he’d played less than 20 games. In his final 
years of high school, Bill’s family moved to Sydney when his father was transferred with the 
Commonwealth Bank. After school finished, Bill joined the bank himself while waiting for an 
opportunity to enlist with the Army. Unfortunately, a career with the Armed Forces never 
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came into being and he stuck with banking for 3½ years before he switched to teaching in 
1964, which he continued until retirement 38 years later in 2001. 

Whilst still at school, Bill had holidayed in Sydney one year and got to go to a local Aussie 
Rules match at Erskineville Oval. He recalls one of the teams was Balmain because they 
were playing in black and white striped jerseys, the same colours as the Wangaratta 
Magpies. It was this sentimental attachment to the jersey colours that lead Bill to join the 
Balmain Australian Football Club in 1959 as an 18 year old. 

 

 
                                         Balmain First XVIII in 1964. Bill Carey sitting 4th from LHS. 

 

His footy career almost ended before it started; as he didn’t get a game for several weeks at 
the start of the season and he seriously contemplated switching to Rugby League before an 
older head put him straight and suggested he stick it out and prove himself. Putting his pride 
aside, Bill persevered and soon after was selected to play in the Reserve Grade side. By 
seasons end, he was playing in the First Grade. 

During the 1960s the Balmain Club struggled for players and for most of that decade were 
unable to field a Third Grade (Under 19) side. Bill recalls playing 27 matches one season, 
slogging it out with the seconds and then backing up for the First Grade side on a number of 
occasions. It was this lack of an Under 19 side and more broadly the paucity of junior clubs 
in the local area that motivated Balmain officials to start up a junior competition in 1966, 
the Balmain-Ryde District Junior Australian Football Association. Bill, a teacher at 
Normanhurst-West Primary School at the time, ran with this idea and played a pivotal role 
in the formation of the Pennant Hills-Normanhurst Junior Australian Football Club. He was 
the new junior Club’s inaugural Secretary-Treasurer and coach of the first Under 13 side. 
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In 1967, Bill was transferred with his job to a school in Darnick, a small country town in 
central west New South Wales; half way between Ivanhoe and Menindee and 1,000 
kilometres from Sydney. He played footy in Broken Hill while on the Darnick posting. A year 
later, in 1968, he was put on relief staff based in Dubbo. Despite the long drive, Bill was able 
to resume his footy career in Sydney and was a regular player for Balmain during his years in 
Dubbo.  

Following an absence of four years, Bill returned to Penno Juniors in 1971 and became 
coach of the first Penno side to win a flag: the Under 11s. He coached at the Club for eight 
seasons. As a teacher, he also coached the Western Metropolitan Primary Schools’ Team in 
the state PSSA trials for three years. 

Bill played 201 games with Balmain Australian Football Club from 1959-1972. In 1973 he 
switched clubs, joining Pennant Hills Seniors where he played 141 games in both the firsts 
and reserves. He retired as a player in 1981.  

 

Remarkably, Bill’s footy career as a player in Sydney spanned 4 decades from 1959 -1981. As 
to personal highlights, he rated the following amongst the best: 

• Placing 9th in the Phelan Medal in 1966; 
• Runner-up Best & Fairest for Balmain in 1966; and 
• Winning his first Best & Fairest award at Pennant Hills in 1977 at the age of 36 and 

then going back-to-back the following year in 1978, age 37.  
 

He was a member of the Pennant Hills Junior Club Committee for over 25 years, including a 
stint as President in 1991. Bill obtained life membership with the Balmain AFC (1995), 
Pennant Hills AFC (1981), Pennant Hills Junior AFC as well as Northside Junior Football 
Association.  He was awarded the National Football League’s Merit Award in 1984 for his 
outstanding contribution to the code.  

Throughout his distinguished career Bill served as: 

 
o Vice President of the NSW Australian Football History Society; 
o Member of the Board of Management of the NSW AFL in the sixties; 
o Delegate to the NSW AFL for the Balmain AFC; 
o Member of the Balmain AFC committee; 
o President  and Vice President of the Hills-Hornsby Junior Football Association; 
o President and Vice President of the Pennant Hills Junior AFC; 
o Member of the Pennant Hills AFC committee; and 
o Team Manager for Pennant Hills AFC senior grades. 

 

For more than 45 years the club was blessed with Bill’s continuous and ongoing 
involvement. His role in sustaining the new club through its infancy and harnessing its 
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growth make his contribution the most influential factor in the culture and character of the 
Pennant Hills Australian Football Club, its players, officials and supporters. 

 

Bill’s two sons, Michael and Peter, were junior players with the club and both also went on 
to play with Pennant Hills Seniors.  

Stefan Carey, former player at Pennant Hills, 
Sydney Swans and Brisbane Lions recently 
remarked that “Bill is probably Pennant Hills 
Junior Club’s greatest ever figure.” Nothing more 
be said! 

Football needs more Bill Careys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Carey 

 

 

 

From The Football Record 

In the 1966 season, Bill polled 8 votes in 
the Phelan Medal, finishing 9th. The 
Football Record carried several stories 
regarding Bill’s on-field exploits. 

May 28th, 1966: 

A well kept secret of Bill Carey, N.S.W. 
League Board of Management member 
and winger for Balmain, slipped out this 
week. Bill recorded two points in the 
Phelan Medal competition in the 
opening match against Southern 
Districts at Rosedale Oval. 

 But it was not learned until this week, 
that Bill, who wears contact lenses on 
the football field, lost one of his lenses in 
the last quarter. It must have been quite 
a sight to see Bill down on hands and 
knees looking for his lense.  

My spy tells me Bill played a real 
“blinder”. 

August 6th, 1966: 

We told you earlier in the season about 
Balmain winger … Bill Carey who 
received two votes in the Phelan Medal 
after losing one of his contacts in the 
last quarter.  

Well, Bill was voted best on the ground 
against University last Sunday. His 
second lot of votes in the competition.  

This goes to prove that Bill can play just 
as well when he can see the ball. 
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- 

 PERSONAL TRIBUTE 

 

My first meeting with Bill Carey came upon my arrival at 
the Pennant Hills club in season 1973. Bill was then in the 
twilight of a long and illustrious career, having played with 
a Broken Hill club and also Balmain. He found a spot in the 
back pocket with the Demons reserves and played in a 
feisty manner, displaying good pace but not renowned for 
his kicking skills. In fact, I cannot recall Bill ever using his 
non-preferred foot and consequently many of his 
clearances were under pressure and may not necessarily 
have found a teammate! 
  
I was fortunate to be a member of the Pennant Hills first 
ever Premiership success, alongside Bill, with the Demons 
triumph over Combined Services in Second Division 
Reserve Grade in 1975, a moment of shared success to 
treasure. And no, we did not rush out and have Demons 
tattooed on our ankles! He retired as a player after 141 
games over 10 seasons with Pennant Hills to earn life 
membership, after previously attaining the same honour 
with Balmain. Two of Bill’s sons, Michael and Peter, 
followed in their father’s footsteps enjoying successful 
careers with Pennant Hills. Michael also subsequently 
represented Balmain.  
  
Bill filled many administrative positions from the Board of 
Management NSW AFL, committee member of Pennant 
Hills senior club to vice president and treasurer of his 

beloved Pennant Hills junior club, and more latterly as vice president of the NSW Australian Football 
History Society. His passion for junior football was intense and his desire for youngsters to receive a 
sound grounding in a safe and structured team environment remained with Bill to the very end.  He 
may have even been a trifle dogmatic at times but it became a welcome sign to fellow History 
Society members during his battles with poor health, that he may have been feeling a little better 
when this well-known trait was on display! 
 
  
Gus McKernan 
31 August, 2015 
 

 

 

From The Football Record  

 

June 4th, 1966: 

Balmain winger Bill Carey reaches an 
important milestone in his football 
career when he runs on to Erskineville 
Oval this Saturday to play against South 
Sydney. It will be Bill’s 100th consecutive 
first grade match for the club.  

 

To play 100 matches in First Grade is 
quite a feat but 100 straight is 
something out of the ordinary. 

 

 Bill has been with Balmain for eight 
seasons now. He explains that he was in 
and out of first grade in his first season 
but then settled down to a grand run 
that makes it 100 in a row this Saturday. 
It is good to see players like Bill … stick 
with the club through good and bad 
times. 
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THE BIG STORIES IN 2015 

 

THE BOOK LAUCH 

 

 
 

One of the most humbling and proud moments this year for the History Society was the 
publication of the book - A Game To Be Played – launched at History House, 133 Macquarie 
St, Sydney in April. 

The President of the Society stated, “It is the biggest project yet attempted. Work on the 
publication has been progressed for well over eighteen months with a number of people on 
the committee undertaking various roles in its preparation. Over four hundred copies of the 
book have been printed and delivered to their destination”. 

The book itself covers in excess of 100 pages which reflect on the time before the First 
World War, during the conflict and after.  It talks about the game in Sydney and those 
players that went to the war. It contains a number of photographs, some of which the 
Society had to purchase in Sydney, interstate and overseas. 

Just as importantly and besides the war aspect, this is the first factual publication of the real 
activities of the code in Sydney. 
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                                                       Over forty people joined together for the  
                                                      launch of the Society’s book on the effect  
                                                     WWI had on Australian Football in Sydney 

Speakers at the launch included the authors and the societies president and vice-president, 
Ian Granland and Paul Macpherson.  

Guest speakers included Mrs Lesley Brydon and her brother, an ex Eastern Suburbs player, 
Ian Blackeby. Both of whom are direct relatives of a first war digger and Sydney footballer, 
Freddie McGargill. 

 

 

 Paul Macpherson delivering his speech 

Mr Macpherson spoke on the depth of research and what it produced.  He told the audience 
of the problems associated with finding some footballers who had enlisted but because little 
was known of them besides a common surname, with not even their first name or an initial, 
many had to be put aside and could not be included in the eventual list of 200 Sydney 
footballers identified as serving in the first world war. 

He mentioned the tragic case of Bertram (Bert) Watts who not only served in the 1914-18 
conflict but was part of the contingent that went to South Africa in the Boer War. 

Watts played and captained the Paddington club for a number of seasons between 1903-13 
also during this period he captained and represented NSW.  For a year or so around the 
same time he served on the isolated outpost of Thursday Island but even then was selected 
to represent Queensland in an interstate clash. 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/2015-04-15-Book-Launch-crowd-2-thumbnail.jpg
http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/2015-04-15-Book-Launch-Paul-Macpherson-thumbnail1.jpg
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He was very well thought of and respected in the football community of Sydney.   
 

Paddington, the forerunner of the Eastern Suburbs Club, recruited quite a number of 
soldiers who were either based at Victoria Barracks or the adjoining Engineers Depot at 
Moore Park. 

At his demise, Watts had been promoted to the rank of Lt Colonel and was in the field 
arranging artillery tactics when a German shell landed on the tent killing him, his medical 
officer, adjutant and orderly officer.   His wife, to whom he had been married to for a very 
short time, died of heart failure in 1918, shortly after giving birth to a son.  The fate of the 
boy is unknown. 

 

 

Lesley Brydon 

 

 

 The crowd enjoying the eats  
following the launch 

 

Books are still available at $25 each plus postage.   

You can make your purchase by clicking the link on the front page of the website and 
following the instructions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/2015-04-15-Book-Launch-Lesley-Brydon-thumbnail.jpg
http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/2015-04-15-Book-Launch-crowd-1-thumbnail.jpg
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1000 HITS A DAY MEANS A WEBSITE UPGRADE 

 

The NSW Australian Football History Society has been notified by the NSW Minister for the 
Arts, the Hon. Troy Grant, that they have been awarded a grant through the NSW 
Government’s Cultural Grants Program for 2015. 

The funding of $3,600 is for the redevelopment of the Society’s website. 

The very popular site has been online now for almost four years and considering the nature 
of the organization attracts an incredible amount of hits, averaging over 1000 a day! 

Society Vice President, Paul Macpherson, said following a detailed examination of the site 
and its data, it was found to have become outdated in this ever changing technical world 
needing a rebirth to make it more user friendly and much easier to navigate. 

“We acknowledge its popularity and want to make it as best we can for those who follow 
the activities of the Society through the site” Macpherson said. 

Subsequently quotes were obtained and conjointly an application was made to the 
department for assistance under their Cultural Grants Program. 

Fortunately the application has met with success and the Society will add to the grant to 
facilitate the new site which should be operational by the end of the year. 

The Society is indebted to the NSW Government and the Royal Australian Historical Society 
for assistance in this venture. 
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PEOPLE 
Jim Phelan 

This is an article written by a person (1927) to whom football in Sydney 
owes its very existence. 
 
The game has had many, many ups and downs in the states capital and 
Jim Phelan was responsible for keeping it going, particularly during WWI 
when the organized playing of many sports ceased and our game’s 
existence became very precarious. 

James Edward Phelan was born at Huntly near Bendigo in 1861 (the 
same year as Charles Brownlow). Following some schooling in Ballarat, he moved to 
Melbourne where he played both cricket and football it was said, ‘with South Melbourne’. 
The level of intensity and professionalism then, was not what it is today. So maybe he did 
and that is when he fell in love with the red and white. 

He migrated to Sydney in the 1880s playing with the West Sydney club embracing the 
suburbs of Ultimo-Pyrmont during the days of the Flanagan Cup. 

He had a marked impact on football, being league secretary for a period of 10 years during 
1914-24 and an ardent supporter of the game. Few realize it was him, an alderman on the 
then Erskineville Council who was a driving force in establishing the game’s headquarters 
from 1910-1990. Namely,  Erskineville Oval, which was rebuilt to specifically cater for AFL in 
the late 1930s. Now of course, it is lost to the game. 

The league best and fairest medal in Sydney is named after Mr Phelan, a small legacy to a 
man who did so much for Australian Football. He was one of the leading forces in the 
game’s reintroduction into Sydney in 1903 and founder of the Newtown Club in the same 
year.  Subsequently he was secretary and or treasurer of the club for the next 11 
consecutive seasons. Later he was elected life member of the Australian National Football 
Council. 

The following article, transcribed exactly as he wrote it in a copy of the Sydney Football 
Record of 1927, is interesting to us because of his consistent reference to football in 
Newcastle in the late nineteenth century. 

“In penning, by request of the Editor, a series of short articles on the early days of the 
Australian game in Sydney I am mindful of a somewhat difficult task I have undertaken. In 
the absence of absolutely reliable data these articles, compiled from memory, may be found 
wanting or imperfect in minor details. 

How far the experiences of the past may be linked with the present or serve as a guide to 
the future is a matter which may be left to the conjecture of readers or administrators of 
the game. 
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The game was first played in Sydney in or about 1880. From that year until 1894, when it 
came to an untimely end for the time being, the games was known only as the Victorian 
game. Just when or how the title Australian Rules came into being I do not know, but certain 
it is that it is both distinctive and needful. 

During the period between 1880 and 1894 the game was strong in public favour, due largely 
to the fact that the game was a most supreme in and around Newcastle and Maitland and 
that annual fixtures in Sydney, Newcastle, Wallsend and Maitland were customary. Those 
games invariably drew attendances in thousands and were played with a keenness and skill 
which still carries pleasant memories to those who witnessed or participated in the games. 

The Duguid brothers, Tobin, Giles, Bowers, Watson, Leon and W. Moore (relatives of C G 
Macartney, the famous international and Australian cricketer, and themselves cricketers 
who gained interstate honours) were but a few of the many brilliant footballers that 
Newcastle and its outlying districts could boast of while, if memory serves me right, Mr D 
Watkins, MHR and one of the oldest members of the Federal Parliament was a player of 
outstanding ability in those far-off days. 

The rules of the game in those days provided for twenty a-side teams and the strength of 
the game in Newcastle and its district may be gauged by the fact that teams representing 
Newcastle City, Newcastle, Hamilton, Mereweather (sic), Northumberland, Wallsend and 
Maitland were in existence. In 1884 the Northumberland (representative) team visited 
Victoria playing matches at Melbourne and Bendigo with a fair measure of success. 

In Sydney the following clubs were in existence:- Sydney, Waratah, East Sydney, City, West 
Sydney, Redfern, while the game had been espoused by St Ignatius College (Riverview) and 
St Josephs College (Hunters Hill). 

With such favourable conditions and the game commanding public patronage equal to 
rugby union (rugby league was then unknown) and considerably in advance of soccer, it will 
probably seem puzzling to the present day follower of the game whose knowledge of the 
vicissitudes of the game in Sydney would not, in most instances, extend as far back as the 
inception of the present NSW League in 1903, why the game fell from its then high position 
and came to an inglorious end in 1894. 

The years between that date and the re-introduction of the game in 1903 found the 
prominent players going over to rugby union and they so enriched that code that the names 
of some of them will live imperishable in the annals of rugby union. 

Club rivalry and bitterness engendered and fostered by a system which permitted the more 
favoured clubs to fatten their ranks at the expense and in cases, extinction of other clubs 
was the cancerous microbe which killed the game in Sydney at a period when its popularity 
was undoubted. At its demise, there was none so poor as to do it honour. This pity of it all 
lies in the fact that with basic structure crumbling, the game flickered out in Newcastle and 
on present indications revival in that seems remote.” 
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Lenard Wallace Gibb - ‘Umpire Felled’ 

Much has been written about the integrity of umpires but back in 1925 an event happened 
in Sydney football which very much questions an umpire’s ethics or was it all conjecture? 

Lenard Wallace Gibb, a former VFL player with both Collingwood and Richmond prior to 
World War 1 turned up to umpire in Sydney. He was 37. 

Gibb was immediately appointed to senior matches, obviously having experience in other 
parts of Australia. He even umpired the NSW v VFL game in August 1925 where, in an almost 
unique result, the locals won by one point. 

But it was in the final between Sydney and Paddington that saw Gibb involved in a most 
sensational incident. 

Gibb had given a more than satisfactory display throughout the season and was hailed as 
one if not the leading umpire in the state. 

Paddington went into the final against the Sydney club at the old Erskineville Oval as firm 
favourites having defeated Newtown the week before. 

Playing before a crowd of 5,000, the two sides were locked at 3-2 (20) apiece at quarter 
time, but as the game progressed many questioned Gibb’s ‘curious decisions’. It was said 
that Paddington were continually being penalised for perfectly legitimate play, but, “to the 
credit of both sides, the players held themselves admirably.” 

In the third term the decisions of the umpire really raised disapproval. By this time, Sydney 
had increased their lead by 2-5, whilst Paddington failed to add to their half time score. 

Because of the umpire’s apparent one eyed performance, it was stated during the 
changeover that the Paddington team were going to “leave the field en-masse,” but they 
commenced the final session with their usual last quarter zeal. With eight minutes to go 
they were within 8 points of their opponents. It was then that Paddington’s captain, Charlie 
Hussey, took exception to the umpire’s decisions, and delivered a blow which landed square 
on Gibb’s jaw, with the result that he was out for several minutes. 

The blow was delivered at short range, and was a typical knock-out effort. As Mr. Gibb lay 
on the ground, surrounded by the players, a speedy rush to the scene was made by 
Sergeant Koser and other uniformed police. About 200 onlookers quickly followed, but the 
presence of the police prevented any further unseemly conduct. 

On reaching the dressing-room Mr. Gibb collapsed, and did not recover for 20 minutes. In 
the meantime the ambulance transport motor had reached the ground, but Mr. Gibb, who 
was being assisted to dress by several onlookers, refused to be taken to hospital. About five 
minutes later Mr. Gibb recovered, and, although in semi-dazed condition, resumed control 
of the game. 

https://nswfootballhistory.com.au/umpire-felled
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Pandemonium reigned supreme, spectators rushing the ground and it was only through the 
presence of the police that the game was allowed to proceed. Feelings were running high, 
still players from both sides remained calm, and when the final bell rang Sydney had won by 
15 points, Sydney 9-13, Paddington 7-10. Excitement was intense amongst the spectators, 
and Gibb was eventually escorted from the field by a cordon of plain-clothed and uniformed 
police. 

Following the match the Paddington Secretary Bert Hollis issued a statement regarding the 
incident. He said he was sorry for what had occurred. “Hussey’s action has not only caused 
me surprise, but also hundreds of other supporters of the game. He has always been 
recognized as a cool, level headed player, and, although his action is unforgivable, still it 
must have been under the greatest provocation that he committed the offence. He has 
represented the state for the past five years, and his behaviour on the field has, always been 
favourably commented upon.” 

“The Paddington Club has applied to the N.S.W. Football League for a special tribunal to 
investigate evidence we have in our possession. Until that tribunal meets and arrives at a 
decision, I will refrain from passing further comment; with the exception that Gibb, in 
conversation with me after the match, stated that Paddington had made the same mistake 
as East Sydney did in their semi-final three weeks ago, ie ”played the man instead of the 
ball” but as he was still in a semi-stupor when making this accusation, I leave the matter to 
the judgment of spectators.’ 

The following day at Hampden Oval (Trumper Park) the Paddington club at a special meeting 
unanimously carried a resolution that ‘The N.S.W Australian Football League be requested 
to appoint a special committee to enquire into the events which led to the assault of Umpire 
Gibb at Erskineville Oval on September 12, and that until such committee is appointed, and 
a decision arrived at, the anticipated charges, if any, of Gibb against certain Paddington 
players be held in obeyance. We request that the Press and public be admitted to such 
meeting.” 

Some interesting sidelights on this aspect of the game and certain conduct alleged against 
the umpire by officials was to be fully dealt with in the ‘Referee’ (newspaper) next 
Wednesday. 

The Special Tribunal of the League subsequently met and disqualified C. Hussey (Paddington 
captain) for two years, E. Huxley (Newtown) until June 30, 1926, and Clem Clark 
(Paddington) for one week. Two years is an unusually light penalty for such a heinous 
offence. 

Mr. J. McNeil, president of Paddington Club, resigned his position from the League in 
protest against the methods adopted in the recent enquiry into the allegations made by 
Paddington against a paid official of the League – the umpire. The League found the charges 
were not proven’. There the matter ends. Members of the League were allegedly secretive 
concerning the enquiry, and it appeared as if the public would be left in the dark. 
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A critic commented that “the public, however, is not concerned with the irrelevant 
personalities introduced into the enquiry, but the public must certainly feel concerned that 
a club of the type of Paddington should level a number of serious charges against an umpire, 
all of which were dismissed.” He, and others allege that there was “something peculiar 
somewhere” with a suggestion that gambling might have been the cause of the umpire’s 
strange decisions. 

Gibb never umpired in Sydney again and two weeks after the incident as a spectator was 
hasselled in an extra-ordinary manner by a number of women during an exhibition game 
between NSW v Footscray, so much so that he had to seek police protection. 

Then, to make matters worse, in the third quarter of the same game, a member of the local 
team gave a regrettable exhibition of ill-temper in apparently striking at the field umpire, 
who there upon ran to the fence fronting the pavilion, with the apparent intention of 
attracting the police. 

The matter, however, was settled without need of the law. 

 

Cyril Hughes 

 

Linking the Past with a Current Movie 

 

The latest Russell Crowe movie, Water Diviner, demonstrates a significant bond between 
one of our WWI footballing diggers and his story. 

Central to the early core of the film is the character, Cyril Hughes (pictured), played by Jai 
Courtney. Hughes, after entering the army in January 1915 in the 1st Light Horse as a 
trooper, was whisked away to the Middle East two weeks later. 

He was a Tasmanian born in 1890; after serving four years as an articled engineer/surveyor 
with the company, C M Archer, he moved to Sydney probably in about 1912. Because of 
limited employment opportunities at the time in Australia, it is reasonable to assume that 
Hughes was one of a wave of young men who travelled the country in search of work. 
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Cyril Hughes was a footballer, but not one of particular note, it was his brother Eric who 
inherited those genes. But Cyril had the brains and by 1913 was secretary of the South 
Sydney club and the following year, assumed the responsibility as delegate to the NSW 
Football League. At 1.83m he was tall for the times but weighed in at only just over 68kg. 

A surveyor and single, he volunteered to survey the league’s major new purchase of a 11.5 
acre former racecourse in Botany Road at Mascot and spent his spare time organising 
earthworks and other structural duties at the site. 

It is quite likely that Hughes’ professional work included surveying duties in the adjoining 
model suburb of Rosebery, which at the time and from 1912 was being divided into building 
blocks. 

His unit, the Light Horse, were initially considered unsuitable for the Gallipoli operation, but 
were soon deployed without their horses to reinforce the infantry. The 1st Light Horse  

Regiment landed on 12 May 1915 and was attached to the New Zealand and Australian 
Division. It played a defensive role for most of the campaign but mounted an attack on the 
Turkish position known as the ‘Chessboard’ as part of the August Offensive on 7 August. 
Two hundred men were involved, 147 became casualties. Hughes was part of all this. 

Someone realized his ability and in October 1915 he was transferred to the 4th Field 
Engineers. Like many, he was in and out of hospital suffering pyrexia, diarrhea and finally 
malaria. By 1917 Hughes was in Egypt and given administrative duties. At one time he was 
promoted to the unit’s quartermaster. By February he was elevated to commission rank and 
later began survey duties. 

At the very end of the war Hughes was asked to ‘soldier on’ and was given the onerous task 
of surveying the battle and grave sites at Gallipoli. He was part of the Graves Registration 
Unit. His promotions slowly continued however he was finally discharged as a captain in 
England in July 1919. 

In the same year he went back as part of a British unit where he and his men began the task 
of locating cemeteries, marking graves and burying the unburied dead. And that is how his 
character had a part in the movie. 

During the Gallipoli campaign at Anzac many battlefield cemeteries were constructed. With 
wars end in 1918 and the defeat of Turkey, British units were dispatched to the Gallipoli 
peninsula where they began the task of locating cemeteries, marking graves and burying the 
unburied dead. 
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Hughes shown here marking our a grave site at Gallipoli 

This work was carried out initially by British Graves Registration personnel and in the Anzac 
sector it was overseen by Australian Gallipoli veteran, and now Lieutenant Colonel Cyril 
Hughes, following his appointment as Inspector of Works and Supervising Engineer at 
Gallipoli. The image shows Hughes mapping out a grave at Gallipoli with Sergeant Woolley. 

 

Under him was a mixed labour force of Turks, Greeks and White Russians, none of whom 
spoke English. Hughes, in his own words, communicated with them in a mixture of Arabic, 
Turkish, and Greek. He found that the fact that “I’m an Australian is better still.” Hughes was 
also impressed by their capacity for work and remarked, “thank goodness all my fellows can 
do about fifteen things”. 

For the building work Hughes developed a Turkish quarry on Gallipoli at Ulgardere. 
According to one authority, the stone there was of that same class as that of which the 
Homeric walls of Troy were built. Some of this stone was brought in by lorry but the rest 
was transported by sea to North Beach where an aerial ropeway was constructed to take it 
up on to the ridge and down to Lone Pine. 

As construction work proceeded, the peninsula received its first visitors, although the 
intention was to keep them firmly away until all work was finished. In April 1920 Hughes 
wrote of someone who may have been the first Anzac pilgrim: 

One old chap managed to get here from Australia looking for his sons grave; we looked after 
him and he’s pushed off to Italy now. 

For his contribution to the war effort, Hughes was awarded a British Empire Medal (BEM) in 
the military division in 1919. The following year he was awarded a CBE by the King and the 
British Government for his work with war graves etc. 

He never did return to live in Australia. Hughes married the daughter of a British 
Government Official in Egypt after WWI and lived there for the majority of his life, working 
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for the War Graves Commission and as Australian Trade Commissioner in Egypt. He returned 
for brief visits to Australia in the 1930s.  Hughes died on 2 March 1958. 

Bob Merrick – Goalkicker 

 

We came across some interesting information when researching Sydney goalkickers. 

The Sydney 1st grade goalkicking list is far from complete although we are slowly closing the 
gaps. Next to no records were kept of the goalkickers (or any other players for that fact) 
until the league went through a major restructure in 1926.  Scant record keeping started 
from that year. 

That was when the successful Paddington Club joined together with East Sydney to form 
Eastern Suburbs to play in the familiar red, white and blue and Western Suburbs emerged as 
a senior club. 

Balmain and Railway clubs disappeared and District football was reintroduced. 

It was almost from then that football achievements were recorded, mainly due to the 
efforts of long term league secretary, Ken Ferguson. 

Bob Merrick was a Port Melbourne Gun. He was small for a full forward at 175cm and 
sometimes was used in other positions but mainly he kept on the forward line. At 21 he won 
Ports leading goalkicking award in 1912, then again in 1914 & 15. His 1915 effort also saw 
him top the VFA goalkicking list with 43 goals. In July of that year he kicked 10 against 
Brighton and his form was so good that early in that season, the Carlton Club offered Port 
Melbourne £50 ($1000 today) to buy him out. In other words, pay Port Melbourne to 
transfer Merrick to the Blues. 

However in mid-July he was on crutches after hospitalization with an injured knee he 
received while playing. The injury kept him off the field and presumably out of work for 15 
weeks. So much did it affect him that his club were obliged to hold a benefit night raising 
funds for him. 

https://nswfootballhistory.com.au/bob-merrick-goalkicker


24 
 

Time On 2015 
 

   
 

 

  

By December, Merrick was playing cricket so he obviously overcame his disability. 

What, I can hear you ask does all this have to do with NSW Football? 

Well in May of the next year, Bob Merrick turned out for the East Sydney Club. This was in a 
period that the VFA had gone into recess because of WWI and the obvious lack of man 
power. 

At full forward, Merrick won Sydney Football’s 1917 Leading goalkicking Award booting 35 
majors. In the same year he was married. Merrick also played the 1918 year for East Sydney 
and again figured prominently in the goals. 

In 1919 at 27 he transferred to the Fitzroy Club where he went on to play 59 games booting 
181 goals. He topped Fitzroy’s goalkicking in 1919, 20 & 22. He missed playing in the 
Maroons 1922 premiership due to his re-occurring knee injury. 

Merrick went from there to play country football but had one last shot at the VFL in 1926. 
He then tried his hand at umpiring. 
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Tom Fitzmaurice – A Real Gun 

In 1921, one of the most talented footballers ever to play in 
Sydney was transferred in his job from Melbourne. 

His name was Tom Fitzmaurice and he was a bank teller. 

He stood 192cm and weighed in at 96kgs playing mainly in the 
ruck.   

Tom was 19 when he first stripped for Essendon in 1918 and 
when he moved to Sydney he had already played 36 games with 
the Dons. 

A giant of a man for those days, you know, one of those players 
who turns up announced and is “six foot four and fourteen stone”. He slotted perfectly into 
North Shore’s lineup in their first year back in the competition after a forced hibernation 
during WWI. Fortuitously for North he was joined by quite a number of ex-VFL and 
Association players who turned the team into a formidable combination that year. 

Tom captained the NSW team which played Victoria in the mud on the MCG on 6 August.  
He was judged best player on the ground. 

 

A Game in Albury 

Upon their return trip the team stopped off at Albury to participate in a pre-arranged game 
against the Albury and Border Association, a precursor to the O & M League. 

The match was played on a Wednesday before a crowd estimated at 500. The NSW team 
towled up the locals 13-15 (93) to 7-10 (52). They lifted their foot off the accelerator in the 
last term when they only kicked 3 points to Albury’s 4 goals. 

Fitzmaurice was again named best on ground in this game which saw him kick 5 goals from 
centre half forward. We mention this match because it is another that has never been 
recorded in the NSW representative list. The details are being posted on our website under 
Historical Search.  

Such was his talent that when he returned to Melbourne in 1922 he went straight into the 
Essendon side as vice-captain, then in 1925 he transferred to Geelong where he ran the 
Phoenix Hotel. He played 49 games at Geelong coaching them in 1928 before moving to 
Yarraville in the VFA. 

Tom played there until 1932 when he was recruited by North Melbourne. He took over as 
captain midway through 1933 then captain-coach of the club in 1934. Of the eight games he 
is credited as coaching, they lost the lot.  
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Tom played 54 games for North and kicked a mammoth 196 goals but always had trouble 
with his knees. 

Fitzmaurice was named in Essendon’s Team of the Century and inducted into the AFL’s Hall 
of Fame in 1996. 
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HISTORIC EVENTS and STORIES 
 

The Old Argument of Who Invented the Australian Game of Football? 

H C A Harrison: Going through various newspapers of past years we came across the 
following article in a September 1908 issue of the Referee (Sporting) Newspaper. 

It refers to Harrison as often being referred to as the father of the game (of Australian 
Football) and decries that title. It goes on to say the initial rules were drawn up by an ad hoc 
committee, over a few drinks following what would be described as a rough game. 

However, one of our members, Greg de Moore wrote an especially interesting book Tom 
Wills: First Wild Man of Australian Sport, where he labels the game’s founder as, T W Wills. 

Nevertheless the article from 1908 makes interesting reading and it was written after there 
was much celebration in Melbourne at the time over the 50 year anniversary of the game: 

“I previously touched on the origin of the Australian Game of Football, and quoted evidence 
to show that the title, ‘The Father of the Game’, has been incorrectly conferred, by the Press 
of Melbourne upon Mr. H. C. A. Harrison. The evidence was from the writings of Mr T W 
Wills and J. B. Thompson, two of the committee of four which drafted the first set of rules 
just 50 years ago. I received two letters on the subject from Melbourne footballers, but 
while agreeing with the statements I put forward they throw no fresh light on the matter. 

As Mr. Harrison is still quoted on all sides in the Press and at official functions as the father 
of the game, further reference to the first code of rules to what is to-day known as the 
Australian Game having been drawn up by a committee consisting of Messrs. T. W. Wills, J. 
Hammersley, J. B. Thompson and T Smith, is timely. The evidence of Messrs. Wills and 
Thompson is thoroughly born out by the late Mr. Hammersley, who for 18 years was 
sporting editor of The Australasian”. 

 

 
The Victorian XI, 1859. In May of that year, Tom Wills (seated, far left), William Hammersley (standing, third 

from left), J. B. Thompson (seated, second from left) and Thomas H. Smith (not pictured) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Hammersley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._B._Thompson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_H._Smith
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In 1883, after he had withdrawn from regular journalistic harness, Mr. Hammersley, in an, 
article referring to football in Victoria, made the following statement;  

” When the game was first started in Victoria on anything like a sound 
footing (and that was in 1857), it was a very rough game and make no 
mistake. My shins now show honourable scars, and I often had blood 
trickling down my legs. No wonder, for hacking [kicking at another’s leg] 
was permitted and no objection was taken to spiked shoes. One day 
however, after a severe fight in the old Richmond Paddock, where blood 
had been drawn freely and some smart raps exchanged and a leg broken, 
it occurred to some of us that if we had rules to play under it would be 
better. Tom Wills suggested the rugby rules but no one understood them 
except himself and the result was, adjourn to the Parade Hotel, close by. 
This we did, with the following result; several drinks and the formation of 
a committee consisting of: Tom Wills, myself, J B Thompson and Football 
Smith, as he was termed, a master at the Scotch College, rattling fine 
player and a splendid kick, but of a very peppery temper. We decided to 
draw up a simple code of rules and as simple as possible so that anyone 
could quickly understand. We did so and the result was the rules then 
drawn up form the basis of the present code under which the game is 
universally played in Victoria and in most other parts of Australia. I feel 
sure that neither Rugby nor the Association code will ever supplant them”. 

 

This article has gained some merit over the years and is recognized as good foundation at 
which to consider the actual starting of the game of Australian Football. The above quote is 
not entirely accurate, there were others whose signatures appear at the bottom of the 
original rules of football which are still in existence and are on display at the MCG Museum. 

It is true though, that in 1866, H C A Harrison was asked to revise the rules of the game, 
which he did. His amended rules were accepted without change and they remained the 
code’s principle rules until they were further revised a number of years later. 

Importantly, it is recorded The Melbourne Football Club was formed on August 7, 1858 – the 
year of the code's first official match was between Scotch College and Melbourne Grammar 
School at Richmond Paddock, 1858. The game was contested over 3 days, although weeks 
apart. The ball used was round, the field was a paddock approximately half a mile (800 
metres) long and accommodated 40 players per side. The match ended in a draw with 
teams scoring 1 goal each. The two schools have competed annually ever since for the 
Cordner–Eggleston Cup. The game quickly blossomed with the Geelong Football Club was 
one that formed in 1859. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cordner%E2%80%93Eggleston_Cup
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A game at the Richmond Paddock in the 1860s. A pavilion at the MCG is on the left in the background.  

Earlier debate about who invented the game arrives with evidence around the year 1840 
with well documented interactions between T W Wills and an Indigenous tribe. The tribe, 
(the Djabwurrung people) played a game of Marn Grook (also known as possum-skin ball 
games). The status of Aboriginal culture in Australia was such that Wills may have been 
disadvantaged had he mentioned any connection, and as such "had no reason to mention 
this in discussions”. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yarra_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne_Cricket_Ground
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunditjmara
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A drawing from William Blandowski's 1850s scientific expedition shows Aborigines engaged in domestic and 
recreational activities, including a kicking game with a ball. 

 

Harrison was prominent in very early football. He was captain of both Melbourne and 
Geelong football clubs at various times. When the VFA was formed he was made a vice-
president and when the VFL was instigated they made him their first life member. He was 
also made a life member of the Australian Football Council when it was first formed. 

He was also deeply involved in cricket, in particular with the Melbourne Cricket Club which 
he had an association, first as a player, then an official from 1861. Harrison died in 1929 and 
while the title Father of the Game may be up for argument, he was certainly there and 
active in the very early days of the game. Harrison and committee came up with the 
following rules in 1866: 

 

 

 

1. Distance between goals and the goal posts to be decided by captains. 
2. Teams of 25 in grand matches, but up to 30 against odds. 
3. Matches to be played in 2 halves of 50 minutes. At the end of first 50 teams may leave ground for 
20 minutes for refreshments but must be ready to resume on time otherwise rival captain can call 
game off or (if his side has scored) claim it as a win. 
4. Game played with 200-yard [sic.] [182.9-metre] space, same to be measured equally on each side 
of a line drawn through the centre of the two goals, and two posts to be called "kick off" posts shall 
be erected at a distance of 20 yards [18.3 metres] on each side of the goal posts at both ends and in 
a straight line between them. 
5. When kicked behind goal, ball may be brought 20 yards in front of any portion of the space 
between the kick off and kicked as nearly as possibly [sic.] in line with opposite goal. 
6. Ball must be bounced every 10 or 20 yards if carried. 
7. Tripping, holding, hacking prohibited. Pushing with hands or body is allowed when any player is in 
rapid motion or in possession of ball, except in the case of a mark. 
8. Mark is when a player catches the ball before it hits the ground and has been clearly kicked by 
another player. 
9. Handball only allowed if ball held clearly in one hand and punched or hit out with other. If caught, 
no mark. Throwing prohibited. 
10. Before game captains toss for ends. 
11. In case of infringements, captain may claim free from where breach occurred. Except where 
umpires appointed, opposing captain to adjudicate. 
12. In all grand matches two umpires – one from each side – will take up position as near as possible 
between the goal posts and centre. When breach is made appeal to go to nearest umpire.] 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Blandowski
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1914 World Football Tour 

 

“Jim Smith, a former captain of St. Kilda, has conceived the idea of taking two teams of 
footballers round the world.”  He was the first VFL player to play 100 games who later 
umpired but then returned to the Saints to coach the side in 1909, 1915 and to the finals in 
1918. 

So reported the Referee Sporting Newspaper in 1914 about his proposed tour. The scheme 
also appeared in other national papers but on this occasion Mr Smith gave a detailed report 
of his plan to delegates of the Australian National Football Council at their 1914 meeting 
immediately prior to the Sydney national carnival. 

Mr. Smith’s idea was to form a company, with a capital of £9,000, (in today’s terms 
$971,241.22, with inflation) to finance the project. 

But this was in 1914, just before the announcement of the first world war. 

His idea involved a party of 45, who would serve as two teams which would leave Australia 
in January, 1915, for Vancouver, Canada. It was intended they would then work their way 
down the west coast of the US to San Francisco in time for the World Fair which was held in 
conjunction with the opening of the Panama Canal. Then they would then travel across 
America, and onto England and France. 

It was estimated the £9,000 would have provided cover for all expenses, but that, by playing 
25 matches, Smith estimated the tour would have realised a substantial profit. 

He stated that he had about £1,000 had already been subscribed in Melbourne by mid-1914 
and that the balance of the capital would be ‘readily subscribed’. It was suggested that 
shareholders be invited at £1 per share. Further, it was anticipated that in view of the fact 
that the accomplishment of the project would yield a ‘big advertisement’ of the project, 
‘there would be no difficulty in obtaining the necessary money’. 

https://nswfootballhistory.com.au/13736
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The proposal allegedly had the approval of leading officials of the Australasian Football 
Council (then the peak body of football in Australia), who saw in the project an opportunity 
to advertise the Australian game throughout the world. 

Smith gave the following budget: 

EXPENDITURE ITEM DETAILS TOTALS – £ 
  TODAY’S 

    MONEY - $ 

Fares 45 x £70 3150.00 348,391.00 
Allowances (payment) 43 x £2 per week 1800.00 199,080.00 
Accommodation 45 x 12 weeks @ £3 each 1620.00 179.172.00 
Incidentals incl advertising  1530.00 169,218.00 
GRAND TOTAL   £8,100.00 $895,864.00 

  

Smith said “it would only be necessary for teams to get a £350 ($38,710) gate at each of the 
25 matches or an average attendance of 3,000 paying one shilling ($5.50) and 2,000 at two 
shillings ($11.00) entry” – a fairly optimistic assumption. 

Apart what appeared in the subscription area as income, Smith proposed revenue would be 
derived from the 25 proposed matches with ‘the right to sell pictures’ (assumed as 
photographs), no other details were listed to pay for the trip. Although Smith did say the 
weekly payments to the players could be reduced to £2 which would save £900. Australian 
soldiers in WWI received just over £2 a week. 

Some donations towards a fund had already been promised, and it was said, those 
interested would “shortly meet, to elect, officials.” 

But then the First World War intervened. Jim died in 1948, aged 71 never realising his 
dream although the Argus said of him in 1917 “just prior to the outbreak of the war he 
almost completed arrangements; in fact, the financial matter, which was the big difficulty, 
had been satisfactorily settled for the touring of the world with two teams of Australian 
footballers, but, of course, the war stopped further progress, and he had perforce to 
abandon the scheme.” So the idea may not have been as far-fetched as we might imagine. 

Strangely enough this is not the first time there was talk of a football world tour.  In the 
1880s it was suggested a team tour England but this, like Smith’s was nothing more than  

talk.  And not let us forget the Galahs 1967 tour of Ireland and the USA resulting in a six-
match series of course playing a hybrid game. 

In 1968, a second representative team, consisting of elite players from the Victorian Football 
League, South Australian National Football League, West Australian Football League and the 
Vicgtorian Football Association, was undefeated in the series, playing against Gaelic football 
teams at Wembley Stadium and Croke Park in Dublin, Meath, Kerry and New York were 
among the opponents. The Galahs also played exhibition matches of Australian Football 
throughout the tour, including a game in Bucharest, Romania. 
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Codes Unite 

 

 

After the resuscitation of the game in Sydney in 1903, administrators of the Australian 
became quite concerned that players disqualified in one code could cross and play with 
another, be that Australian, rugby or under British rules (to use the term of the day now 
known as soccer). 

So the following year they arranged a conference between officials from the three codes to 
discuss the matter with the ensuing result: 

“On the Initiation of the N.S.W. Football League (Australian Rules), a meeting of delegates 
from the N.S.W League (Australian Rules), the N.S.W. Association (British Rules – soccer), 
and the Metropolitan Rugby Union, (Rugby League had not then been introduced in 
Australia) was held at the Sports Depot (NSW Sports Club) Hunter Street on Friday, to 
consider the subject of reciprocity in disqualification. It has been considered for some time 
that it is desirable that disqualification by one executive should carry disqualification by all. 
The delegates meeting fully endorsed this view and unanimously agreed to record to their 
various executives the following;  

1. That in the event of any player being disqualified, the N.S.W. Football League 
(Australian Rules), the Metropolitan Rugby Union, or the N.S.W. Football 
Association – (British Rules), the disqualification shall be endorsed by the remaining 
bodies. 

2. That no application from a disqualified player be entertained by any of the three 
bodies until the disqualification is removed by the body disqualifying. That this shall 
not be retrospective except in the case of disqualification for life. 

As disqualification is not enforced except for a serious offence, it should help to keep, up 
the tone of football if the penalty is recognized by all the bodies. The action of the League in 
taking the Initiative in ‘this matter is to be commended.” 

It has to make you wonder how long these rules existed for and how committed the three 
bodies were in their application. Which one defaulted first? 

https://nswfootballhistory.com.au/codes-unite
http://nswfootballhistory.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Co-operation-small.jpg
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This is the first time we have read of any such rule and today it certainly would be an eye 
opener for readers in states other than NSW and Queensland where Australian football 
reigns supreme. 

By 1904 Rugby Union was a massive winter sport in NSW and it was only with the 
introduction of Rugby League in 1908 that ‘Rugby’ lost its strangle hold on the men and boys 
of these two states 

 

VFL Moves to Sydney 

 How long is it since South Melbourne relocated to Sydney and went 
on to become the Sydney Swans? If you said thirty-three years you 
would be right. 

They have now established themselves as part of the Sydney sporting 
scene, trend setters in a number of ways and accepted by many 
whom 30 years ago could not spell Australian football. Of course now 
it’s the turn of GWS to make their mark in Sydney. 

But those who orchestrated the move, who pushed the VFL into playing outside of 
Melbourne, a move which eventually led to the creation of a national competition? Who 
were they? Well, they now have all but gone. 

You might ask, who was it that came up with the Sydney idea and why? 

The VFL president at the time, Allen Aylett, (pictured) certainly was in the box seat for the 
change and history will probably recognize him as the man responsible for change. 

Allen is now 82 and there is no doubting his footballing talent. He played 220 games with 
the North Melbourne club, captain and later president leading North to change its image 
from also-rans into that of a football powerhouse. 

But the VFL had to tread on egg-shells in their effort, not so much to make a presence in 
Sydney, but to convince their clubs of the move, to overcome the straitlaced Victorian 
Government’s ‘no football on Sunday policy’ (apart from the VFA) and at the same time 
appease the struggling grass roots football fraternity in Sydney. 

In 1980 the fractured NSW Football League administration met with Aylett and VFL General 
Manager, Jack Hamilton with regards to the possible establishment of a VFL club in Sydney. 

The then erstwhile secretary of the NSWAFL, Kevin Taylor, a fastidious administrator who 
left no stone unturned in documenting a record of the meeting, gave a very factual account 
of the gathering in the league’s 1980 annual report. 
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Let us not forget that certainly in the first year of South 
Melbourne’s move to Sydney, the VFL fostered a Sydney 
Football League match as curtain raiser to the main game, paid 
the Sydney Football League $1,000 as compensation (for what is 
unsure) each time a VFL game was played at the SCG and most 
importantly negotiated with the VFL television carrier to 
telecast their game Australia wide.  

And how will history judge Allen Aylett, the dentist who gave so 
much of his time and energy to change only to have his wings 
clipped by the VFL in 1983. We hope people see Allen as a true 
champion and leader of our great game. 

Alas these memories are soon cast aside as life moves on through time and some other 
issue grabs the attention of the footballing public. But never so much as the time of the 
VFL’s move to Sydney. 
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Don’t Trespass! 

 

Bob Errol 

There is a message in this for those who might be prone to take a short cut and walk across 
an Australian football field, rather than around the boundary. 

In 1907, Bob Errol (pictured), who was a pretty fair player of the game was charged with 
˜maliciously inflicting grievous bodily harm” upon one such person. 

Errol was playing for the YMCA side in a Sydney competition match against East Sydney on 
Moore Park in Sydney. Now this particular ground would have been directly opposite the 
SCG between Driver Avenue and what is now Anzac Parade. 

A seventeen year old, Thomas Lambert, together with a couple of his mates had just left the 
Sydney Cricket Ground after watching a rugby game between University and Glebe.  Their 
path took them across the field of play whilst the Australian football game was in progress. 

They were abused by the footballers telling the group in no uncertain terms to get off the 
ground and give the players a chance. Lambert and co. refused and retorted in an aggressive 
manner that the game was “a dirty rotten Australian game.” 

The three lads stood in front of the not so tall ruckman, Errol, obstructing his path towards 
the ball. “Give me a chance” he requested of the trio but they came to him in a menacing 
manner using what was described as filthy language. 

Lambert threw a punch at Errol, but he was picking on the wrong man. At 26 and a former 
professional fighter Errol fended off the blow while another grabbed him around his 
shoulders. 

It was then that Errol threw a straight left which broke Lambert jaw. 

This action eventually saw Errol in the Sydney Quarter Sessions at Taylors Square in Sydney 
before a judge and jury. 

 

https://nswfootballhistory.com.au/dont-trespass
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Errol had some very well regarded persons on his side with a number of these giving 
supporting evidence. One of whom was the former legendary Sydney footballer, Harry 
Hedger, a magistrate and a member of the board of directors of the Young Men Christian 
Association as well as a vice president of the NSW Football Association. 

He was found not guilty with the jury concluding that Errol, a nine time representative 
player, had acted in self-defence. 

Army 
Errol had served with the Third Victorian (Bushman’s) Contingent in the Boer war and later 
in Gallipoli, where he said of his time; “I was blown clean out of a trench by a shell and now I 
am stone deaf, and suffering from shock, but I understand they are going to send me back 
to Hell’s hole Gallipoli, but I don’t mind.” 

Errol was discharged from the army in 1916 but re-enlisted for garrison duty in Australia. He 
died of wounds in 1924. 
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PLACES AND GROUNDS 
 

Rosebery Football Club 
During 1923 – 1953, what we would know as a second division, The Metropolitan Australian 
National Football Association, operated in Sydney.  They were not managed by the league 
but had their own separate administration. 

We have written before about this competition, however recently documents have come to 
light which shed more details on the Association but more particularly on one of the main 
participants, the Rosebery Football Club. 

Rosebery is a southern suburb of Sydney, near Mascot, and land was first released there in 
1912 on which it was intended to build a ‘model suburb’. 

Initially the vast majority of the houses were built of that dark brick so common of the 
houses of the day. 

Many dwellings were constructed during 1912-25 in the numerous streets which make up 
the suburb with most of the children attending the Gardeners Road Public School located on 
the corner of Gardeners and Botany Roads, Rosebery. At one stage around that period the 
school population boasted 1800 students. 

Rupert Browne, a teacher and sports master at the school from 1911-50, promoted 
Australian football and was responsible for many young men taking on the game and playing 
for clubs throughout Sydney. 

Besides junior teams, the Rosebery Football Club fielded an A grade in the Metropolitan 
Association for most of its existence, apart from WWII when manpower was scarce. 

We now have several images of the club’s premiership teams from the 1920s and 1930s on 
the NSW football history website.  . For those who remember, the familiar faces of long 
term NSWAFL  

Secretary, Ken Ferguson and South Sydney official, Alby Young, appear in the 1928 
photograph. 

Jack Hayes, a former junior of the club, who went on to play with Footscray and later 
coached St George, coached the club’s premiership sides of 1937 & 1939 

In the material we have been given are the club’s 1946 and 1947 annual reports which give 
a glimpse of football of that level in those days. You can peruse these documents on our 
website > Collections > Clubs > Rosebery 

They make for a very interesting read, particularly an expense item in 1946 for ‘sherry’ 
which was often given to players during the breaks on a cold day. 
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1922 Ground Problems 
Ground searching through Sydney newspaper we came across the following article in a 1922 
issue. 

It had to do with the allocation of grounds and the author didn’t spare any ‘beg your 
pardons’ in his appraisal of the situation: 

“There is one thing vexing the New South Wales League, that is, the question, are 
Australians foreigners? This Question is prompted by the grossly unfair treatment accorded 
the New South Wales League by the Marrickville, Hurstville and Ashfield Municipal Councils, 
who “dressed in a little brief of authority cut such fantastic tricks before high Heaven as 
make the angels weep”. 

The cause of the kick is this: It is usual, prior to the opening of the winter season for all 
Councils controlling grounds to advertise in the daily press calling tenders for the leasing of 
their grounds for Winter Sports. 

The Australian Rules League of New South Wales tendered £150 for Marrickville Oval. The 
Rugby League’s tender for same was £135. The latter was accepted. Why in the name of 
heaven was £15 thus thrown away by the little Puddlington of Marrickville the ratepayers 
should want to know. Not only this, why should the Australians be boycotted when they 
were prepared to pay cash in advance? Will the other body do the same? What strings were 
pulled to influence the decision of the tender? It is British fair play which we hear so much 
about, or are Hun methods still running the Marrickville Municipality? 

At Hurstville something similar was enacted. The “Aussies” tendered £25 for Penshurst Park. 
The wise men of Hurstville evidently did not require money to put their streets and parks in 
order, the ratepayers can find the brass for those purposes. The Rugby League tender for 
exactly half that amount was accepted. It looks like more boodling, what! The City Council 
Tammany Ring was not a circumstance to it. 

At Ashfield, tenders were called for Pratten Park. Australians bid £200, Rugby £155. Again 
Rugby scooped the pool, but under somewhat different circumstances. The Ashfield Council 
in their wisdom decided that tenders were not high enough. Fresh tenders were invited. 
Australian League bid £250, but still Rugby secured the bacon. How do they do it? Surely 
there are enough fair-minded patriots and sports in these particular suburbs to see that 
justice is done. The Dinkum Aussie only asks a fair deal without fear or favour, not only for 
Australian football but for all and any other winter sport; and they protest against one body  

 

securing the whole of the playing spaces in and around Sydney to the detriment of all other 
sports. If such practices continue there is only one course to pursue, for all the other 
sporting bodies to combine and secure grounds which they may share on an equitable basis. 

At present the League, which happens for the moment to be top dog, secures all the bone, 
but may find that a united attack by the smaller tribe may deprive it of the spoil. Remember 
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the adage of the dog and the shadow, where he tried to collar too much and lost all – moral, 
don’t be too greedy.” 

All this came hot on the heels of the NSW Australian Football League successfully tendering 
for North Sydney Oval in 1921. 

Their offer of five hundred pounds (an unbelievable $37,500 in today’s money) plus 20% of 
the gate for the winter lease of North Sydney Oval was accepted. The offer tipped out the 
long term Rugby League tenants, North Sydney Rugby League club, who offered one 
hundred pounds plus 10% of the gate. The AFL’s offer, considering the limited crowds the 
game attracted then, (but 1000 times more than now) could be viewed as quite farcical. 

One of the great issues of the period was the number of enclosed grounds in Sydney, unlike 
Melbourne, there were not that many and it was an annual challenge between Rugby 
Union, Rugby League, Soccer and Australian Football as to who got what ground. Of course 
Rugby League were successful in most although Australian Football only required three 
grounds per weekend. 

In 1922 the Australian game only ended up with two enclosed grounds, Erskineville Oval and 
Trumper Park. They had to play their other games on open parks like Alexandria Oval, 
Moore Park and North Sydney Oval No. 2, now St Leonards Park. There was no football 
played on Sundays in those days. 
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An Early Game in Forbes NSW 

 

 

Len Alexander 

Just a note on an early visit by the Paddington FC to Forbes in 1910. 

“The Paddington team left Sydney by the 7.30pm train from Central on Friday 26 August to 
play the Forbes team in Forbes where the game had just been introduced. Len Alexander – 
pictured, as manager, was in charge of the Paddington team. 

On arrival, at Forbes on Saturday morning the team was met at the railway station by the 
officials of the local club, and were driven to the Albion Hotel by horse and drag (private 
carriage). 

Owing to counter attractions, the match was not largely attended. The visitors, on winning 
the toss, kicked with the wind behind them, and quickly got to business registering three 
goals in quick succession. At quarter time the scores read: Paddington, 4-1 to Forbes nil. 

On the change of ends, the local players showed more knowledge of the game adding 18 
points to their opponent’s 8. 

The third quarter was all in favour of the visitors, who played with fine combination showing 
sparkling football, with the result that they added 3-3 to their opponent’s single point. 

The last quarter was the most evenly contested, the locals playing much, better as the game 
progressed, showing that, with a little coaching, they would be able to hold their own with 
some of the Sydney clubs. The final scores, Paddington, 8-14 (62), Forbes 4-5 (29). 

During the Interval of the match between the two, a kicking competition for a gold medal 
presented by the visitors to the local players took place and was won by Mr. P. Brodrick. A 
100 yards footrace between Mr. Charlie Shipton (Redfern FC – pictured below) and Len 
Alexander was run off with the former by winning by a neck. 

https://nswfootballhistory.com.au/an-early-game-in-forbes-nsw
https://nswfootballhistory.com.au/player/len-w-alexander
https://nswfootballhistory.com.au/player/charles-edward-shipton
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Charlie Shipton 

In the evening a smoke concert was tendered to the visiting team, and was well attended. 
During the evening severed speeches were made. The president of the local association, Mr. 
Brookes, in proposing the health of the visitors, in a few well-chosen words, thanked the 
Paddington team for their visit. He said he hoped it would be beneficial to the game in the 
district and trusted that next season the local players could pay a reciprocal visit to Sydney. 

Mr. Alexander responded on, behalf of the visitors, and thanked the Forbes F.C. for the 
manner in which the team had been entertained. Mr. Tom Coleman (Paddington official) 
also made a few remarks in reference to the progress of the game, and also gave the local 
players some very good advice as to playing the game. Amongst the other speakers of the 
Paddington team were Messrs. Baker (captain) and Flemming. 

On Monday the morning Mr. Coleman had the local players out, and Instructing them in the 
finer points of the game.” 

An effort to form a football association in Forbes was made in 1912 with teams from Parkes 
and Trundle playing by 1915.  In 1920 aside from Tullamore became involved but 
establishing the game in the Central West was becoming one of great difficulty. 
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GAMES and TEAMS 

Sydney Naval 1952 

 

 

The other day one of our members brought in an aging photograph. 

“I found this somewhere at the bottom of my stuff when I was cleaning things out the other 
day” said an aging George McGifford, former long-time official and secretary of Wests. 

“I was in the navy and played for Sydney Naval in the early fifties. There were a number of 
navy guys playing with the club at the time and we had a very good side. I was lucky to get a 
game.” 

Brought up in Shepparton, Victoria, George said it wasn’t until a few years later that I 
married and brought a house at Campsie. “I read an article in the local paper about the 
Western Suburbs Club so came over for a run.” 

McGifford was later the club secretary for a number of years in the 1970s. 

Together with a young George in the photo is Billy Hartup, who went on to become mayor 
of the South Sydney Council. 

Another is the club treasurer, Jack Magner, who would remain in that position for many 
years and was often looked upon as the backbone of the Sydney Naval Club.  He was also a 
member of the League’s Board of Management in the 1960s. 

  

 

 

https://nswfootballhistory.com.au/sydney-naval-1952
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1963 Sydney Grand Final 
1963 Wests Coach, Neil Wright. The story of the Sydney 1963 grand final 
is worth telling. 

This was the time of only one division in Sydney with three grades, first, 
reserves and under 19. 

Like all competitions you had the winners and the losers; the well run 
clubs and those, for whatever reason, that struggled. 

The league had just come through a rather tumultuous period. Just 
previous to this the fulltime secretary had been suspended, the treasurer 
had resigned, the books were in an absolute mess and then the stand-in 
permanent secretary got his marching orders resulting in court action. 

The league began the season £500 in the red ($13,500 in today’s money). 

Ern McFarlane, that “hail fellow, well met” long term Newtown official and player, who 
didn’t mind a drink, had taken the reigns in 1961 and was in the chair during all of this 
upheaval. 

Besides this the league underwent some change, but not enough; They had tried a 16 aside 
in the competition but this was continually denounced until they returned to the status quo. 

And then there was the obvious disparity in the standard of the competition and while two 
divisions were discussed, it never happened with the next year resulting in the 
amalgamation of some clubs. That too eventually failed. 

It was a time when the University club was coming out of its recession and UNSW was just 
about to emerge as their own entity so if the league had bitten the bullet, maybe Sydney 
football could have been different rather than waiting until the early 1970s and the 
introduction of a second division. 

A former Western Suburbs then Bankstown ruckman, Rhys Giddey, who was a member of 
the league’s administration, took over the fulltime secretary’s position working out of what 
could only be described as a very disorganised brick building at Trumper Park – since 
demolished. He soon moved the offices to a ‘suite’ (room) at 307 Sussex Street in the city. 

The final four was a reasonably close finish. Wests, well recognized as the money club 
following its successful venture to a licensed club, finished on top with 56 points, then came 
North Shore on 48, Sydney Naval on 46 and Newtown on 44. 

Wests scored an easy win over North Shore in the second semi to move into the grand final 
while Newtown on the other hand battled their way from fourth with a first semi win, then 
a preliminary final victory over Norths to reach the decider. 
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The scene was set and a fine day brought 
out a big crowd at Trumper Park, allegedly 
eclipsing any that had previously attended 
an Australian football game at the ground, 
and were they in for a treat. 

Never one to let an opportunity pass, 
league secretary, Giddey told the press 
that the crowd totalled 11,377 who paid 
£2,235 through the gate. It was later 
revealed that Rhys could be a bit loose 
with the truth freely admitting to his 
overzealous statement in the years that 
followed. 

Unfortunately for Wests they had their 
strapping 1.94cm ruckman coach, former 
VFA representative player, Neil Wright in 
hospital with hepatitis A. Wright had 
played a big part in the Magpies success 
and was one of their best in the second 
semi. He had coached country club Finley 

the previous year. 

Newtown had as their captain and coach, the big policeman in Ellis Noack, a current 
member of the History Society. 

As was the norm for Sydney grand finals it started with a fight, but it never really ended 
there, the conflict continued throughout the game. The main target of Newtown’s attack 

was Western Suburbs fullback, Ray 
Sharrock, a wonderful player from the 

RAAF who had won the Phelan Medal in the same year.  In one incident, Sharrock had 
cleared the ball downfield when a Newtown ruckman ran 20 metres to strike him from 
behind, knocking Sharrock to the ground, unconscious. 

On two occasions, spectators twice fired beer cans onto the field which stopped play for 
some time. Not long after that a Wests player heavily dumped one of the opposition who 
had attacked Sharrock earlier, so it was on again.  

Newtown’s Gordon Hancock and John Griffiths from Wests were reported during the game 
for fighting. 

At the first break Newtown led 4-5 to 2-2 increasing their lead to 7-9 to 4-4 by half time.  An 
upset was on the cards. 

Tossing the coin for the start of the 1963 Grand Final 
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But Newtown could not sustain their opponents’ third term onslaught; at one stage Wests 
hit the front but Newtown countered to hold a nine point lead at the final change. 

Early in the last quarter Western Suburbs piled on five quick goals and it was only for the 
sheer talent and determination of Sharrock at fullback that kept Newtown from regaining 
the lead. His finger tip marking was a sight to see. 

By this time secretary Giddey had called the police who came en-mass lining the ground as 
well as the player’s race. Giddey himself came inside the fence line waiting for the bell to 
ring thinking his presence could contain any further violence. Giddey was a big man. 

 

Wests won the game by 10 points 14-14 (98) to 12-16 (88). As soon as the match finished so 
too did the violence.  The win gave Wests their second flag since their re-entry into the 
competition in 1948. 

 

That District Scheme Again 

For some time in the first decade of the last century, many involved with the game wanted 
Sydney football to adopt a district scheme. 

District football meant the league determined an area of accountability for a club. This 
would involve defining club boundaries by means of streets, landmarks and waterways. 

Players who lived within the boundary of a particular club would have to play with that club 
or, obtain a clearance from them to play with another within the league. Following its 
establishment though, it would be difficult to apply these boundaries to current club players 
living outside these limits and expect them to change clubs if they had been with their club 
for some time. 

Sydney cricket had adopted the ˜district scheme” in the 1890s and both rugby codes were 
either in the process of investigating or had adopted the scheme by 1913. 

The implementation of such a scheme for Sydney football was discussed for many years 
leading up to that year and Jim Phelan, after whom Sydney B & F is named was a fierce 
supporter and promoter of the system. 

To his advantage, Phelan wrote for one or two Sydney newspapers during the lead up to 
1913 so had a particular advantage in fostering his cause. 

When it was eventually introduced in 1913 two senior clubs, Y.M.C.A. and Railway were 
immediately excluded from the competition although there was the offer for them to 
participate in the reserve grade; both declined. 

Sydney adopted a similar arrangement to that of the South Australian National Football 
League with their District procedures. These district rules though, whether the Sydney 
officials understood it or not, had many more implications than those in other states. 
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Sydney had, and still has, a huge transient football population, whereas it would appear that 
the District Scheme was really meant, for the most part, for home grown footballers. So if 
someone moved to Sydney and lived in one district but had friends or colleagues in another, 
they would have had to provide a false address on their application to play in order to 
participate with their friends. And over the years, thousands did and the District Scheme 
became nothing short of a joke amongst all club officials. 

But take it to a league meeting for change and next to no-one wanted to alter the status 
quo. 

 

With the onset of the first world war, the district scheme was relaxed, particularly when 
clubs were forced into withdrawing from the competition. 

Following the conflict Railway and Police teams were participating in the first grade and 
Jimmy Phelan was again on his soap box about the reintroduction of the District Scheme, 
presuming it would solve all the issues of an even competition. 

And so a ˜select committee” was set up to investigate the situation. As a prelude, districts in 
Sydney were defined for the following clubs: North Sydney, Sydney, South Sydney Eastern 
Suburbs, Central (Sydney-Balmain-Glebe). It is interesting to note that provision was also 
made for the inclusion teams in the Western Suburbs and St George areas. 

The NSW league president of the time, Herb Ryall, was a dissenter. He claimed the game 
had made enormous strides (in Sydney) and should be left alone. In opposition, a certain 
critic highlighted the poor team equipment, partial numbers on players jumpers, the lack of 
umpires, “a few old wooden seats in a tin-roofed pavilion at Erskineville (Oval) which served 
as the old dilapidated press-box”, the standard of play, the league finances, lack of 
organisation etc. The writer also said the only clubs that displayed some organisation were 
Paddington and East Sydney, both of which intended for amalgamation to form a new club, 
Eastern Suburbs (much later renamed East Sydney). 

Nevertheless, the following clubs were admitted for the 1926 season: Eastern Suburbs, 
North Sydney, Newtown, Sydney, South Sydney and Western Suburbs with provision made 
for clubs at St George and Manly.  

Many of the records of the league were only documented from 1926 and it has taken eons 
to retrieve those that preceded that year.  It was like football started in Sydney in 1926. 

At the same time there was a strong suggestion in 1926 that the major interstate leagues 
would combine to contribute four hundred pounds ($800 or $30,000 in today’s money) for 
the employment of a fulltime official in Sydney. His employment became improbable in 
“light of recent events;” although assistance in another direction will probably be 
forthcoming (we are working on this cryptic account of the time). 

So all this business, again created the ridiculous but accepted situation, of players being 
registered under bodgie addresses, a practice continued for so many years the number is 
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impossible to calculate. And yet this was done by ALL clubs and the practice laughed at over 
a beer or in unofficial situations. Even well placed league officials knew of the routine. 

What hope was there for the game to advance? 
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